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A R T . IX.—Some Additional Remarks upon the Ancient City
of Anurdjapura or Anurddhapura, and the Hill Temple of
Mehentele, in the island of Ceylon. By CAPTAIN I. J .
CHAPMAN, F.R.S., of the Royal Artillery, #c. #•<?.
[Read \5ih February 1851.]
ON presenting to the Society the accompanying plan of some of
the ruins of Anuradhapura, in the island of Ceylon, made by Major
Skinner, the Surveyor-general of the island, to whose kindness I am
indebted for it, I avail myself of the assistance of my friend Captain
Gascoyne, to add to the observations which are contained in a former
paper, entitled, " Some remarks upon the ancient city of Anurad-
hapura,1 and the Hill Temple of Mehentele, in the island of Ceylon,"
which the Society did me the honour to insert in the third volume of
its Transactions.
In that paper, I have stated that the remains of the still sacred
and once very extensive city are situated in 8° 15' north latitude, and
80° 35' east longitude, and that it was known to the geographer
Ptolemy, under the name of Anurogramum Regia. It lies amidst
vast and thickly-wooded plains, which are intersected, about eight
miles to the eastward of the city, by a range of hills of considerable
altitude, running nearly north and south, and commencing with the
rock Mehentele, on which a Hill Temple is strikingly situated.
The first mention made of Anuradha, afterwards Anuradhapura, is
at the opening of the history of Ceylon, in the time of Wijayo, the
founder of the dynasty of that name: it was then only a village,
which received its name from one of his followers, Anuradha.
According to the Mahawanso (the chief historical record of the
island) Wijayo landed in Ceylon from the continent of India in the
same year that Gautama, the fourth and present Supreme Buddha
died, which event took place in the year 543 before the Christian
era.8
Anuradha was made a capital city by King Pandukabhayo, who
ascended the throne in the year B.C. 437, and it became a sacred city
1
 Since the publication of that paper the orthography has been fixed as Anu-
radhapura, which I have consequently adopted.
3
 This synchronical date is taken from the revised chronological table of the
sovereigns of Ceylon, in Tumour's Mahawanso; Appendix, p. lx, and is sup-
ported by many coincidences.
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in B.C. 307, in consequence of the fulfilment of a prophecy "that a
branch of the Bo-tree under which Gautama had become a Buddha,
should be miraculously transplanted thither." This event is said to
have taken place in the first year of the reign of King Dewanan-
piyatisso, the introducer into the island of the present system of
Buddhism.
The city walls, of which some traces are still to be seen, are stated
to have extended sixteen leagues, or sixty-four miles, in circum-
ference.
A sacred district surrounded the city, of which the limits have
not been ascertained; but that it was very extensive, is shown by the
following incident. The coolies who accompanied our party to
Anuradhapura in 1829, when we arrived at a certain point in our
journey, applied to be allowed a double ration of arrack, because they
said on the morrow they should enter the "Sacred District," within
which they could not taste spirits. We were then full twenty miles
from the Bo-Malloa or sacred tree of the city.
Anuradhapura was abandoned permanently as a capital for Polon-
naruwa in A.D. 796. It was thus a capital, with a few short inter-
vals, for upwards of twelve hundred years, and is considered, up to
the present day, the sacred spot where the Bo-tree, miraculously
brought there in B.C. 307, still flourishes, "always green, never grow-
ing nor decaying."
Around this venerated site, and within about the extent of two
miles square, as comprised within Major Skinner's map, the following
objects of interest are to be found :—
1. The Maha wihara, or enclosure of the sacred tree.
2. Seven Dagobas or dome-shaped elevations of bricks, now in decay.
3. The Lowa Maha or square of 1600 pillars, 40 on each front.
4. The tomb of Ellala, a Malabar usurper.
5. The statue of a recumbent bull, in front of the Mahawihara,
nine feet in length, and turning horizontally on a pivot.
6. A single granite pillar near the bull.
7. Ruins of the principal palaces to the north of Lanka Rdma.
8. A plain trough of granite 63ft. long, 3ft. 6in. in width, and 2ft. lOin.
in depth.
9. A rectangular vase of granite 10ft. in length, 2ft, in breadth, and
6ft. in depth.
There are, moreover, other groups of pillars scattered over several
miles; and at the distance of six miles, six furlongs to the westward
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of the Mahdwihdra are the ruins of a palace, which cross the founda-
tions of the city walls, and give evidence of their extent.
I shall now proceed to make some remarks on those objects which
appear most important.
1.—THE MAHAWIHABA. (Vide Plan. A.)
This consists of two distinct enclosures, the outer one of which is
formed by a rectangular wall about 10 feet high, its longest side being
about 316 feet, and the shortest 240.1 From the centre of the north
side a kind of court projects about 60 feet; and at the two extremities
of this court are low buildings which constitute the entrance. Both
these buildings have low flights of steps, which raise their floors about
four feet. On the ground before them are some remarkable sculp-
tures, of which drawings are inserted in Vol. III. of the Transactions.
The inner, or the enclosure of the sacred tree, is also rectangular,
consisting of four receding walled terraces rising one out of the other,
each superior one being of inferior elevation and depth to that below
it. The total height of these terraces is seven cubits, or about sixteen
feet, the ascent to the summit is by two flights of steps, the lower and
upper one being on different faces: the passage between the two is
formed by one of the terraces; the space included within the walls is
artificially filled in to the summit-level, except in the centre, which is
enclosed by a third wall surrounding a hollow space, and in the centre
of this hollow enclosure stands the Bo-Malloa. ( Vide Plan. A.)
To this important tree the Buddhists of Ceylon attach the deepest
interest; and the manner of its miraculous self-severance from the
parent tree in India,2 and subsequent transportation to Anurad-
hapura are given in the Mahawanso in too great detail to be more
than alluded to here.
In the year 1829, it consisted of five principal branches, none of
which appeared to exceed the body of a man in thickness. Three or
four smaller branches grew out of the terraces at different points, and
seemed to be held in equal reverence with the sacred tree.
The Bo-Malloa is generally believed to be the Ficus religiosa of
botanists; but Fa Hian, a Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, who visited
Anuradhapura between1 the years A.D. 399 and 413, speaks of it as
1
 I had not time during my visit, to make these measurements myself, and there
is considerable difference from those given by others, but I have given a mean,
derived, however, from independent though not very precise data.
2
 In my former memoir, the tree is erroneously said to have come from Siam.
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" letting down roots from its branches," which is one of the distinctive
peculiarities of the Ficus indica; and as such it is spoken of in the
Nipalese records.
From the appearance of the tree in 1829, when it was much
denuded by an unusual drought, I should not have supposed it to be
either of those species; but not feeling myself to be a competent
judge, I adopted the precise words of a military friend, who had
passed the greater part of his life in various expeditions in the East.1
Subsequent researches have brought to my notice, that each of the
Buddhas who preceded Gautama had a peculiar tree sacred to him,
the genus and species of which is in every instance determined from
the native nomenclature,2 and several distinct forms of some of them
are found on coins.3 Under these circumstances there is canse for
uncertainty, particularly when it is borne in mind that a change in
the plant may have been convenient to satisfy the prophetic cha-
racteristics of being " always green, never growing, nor decaying."
It is very probable that some confusion has arisen from the
smaller trees, mentioned above, being of different species, and that the
opinion of Mr. Cameron, one of Her Majesty's Commissioners of
Inquiry, who made a drawing of the tree in 1830, and considered it
to be the Ficus religiosa, will, on careful examination, prove the right
THE DIGOBAS. ( Vide Plan.)
At nearly half a mile to the N.E. of the Mahawihara, are the
ruins of Sailya Chaitya, a small but apparently very sacred dagoba.
It was noticed in 1829, under the erroneous name of Thupa Rama, as
the most ancient; consisting solely of a mound of earth surrounded by
jungle, and having two or three steps and a few fragments of granitic
pillars lying near it. It is the Sila Chaitya of the Mahawanso, and
lays claim to having been visited by the third of the four principal
Buddhas.4
The Dagoba Thupa Rama is situated at the distance of three-
quarters of a mile nearly due north of the Mahawihara. It is said to
have been erected in the first year of Dewananpiyatisso, (B.C. 307).6
It covers the right jawbone of Buddha, which "descending from the
skies placed itself upon the crown of the monarch's head." The
1
 See Transactions of the Eoyal Asiatic Society, vol. iii. p. 467.
» Tumour's MahSwanso, Introduction, p. xxxii.
8
 Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. vi. p. 434.
4
 Mahawanso, p. 7. 5 Mahawanso, p. 125.
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dome or dagoba stands in the middle of a square platform, and
according to the section in the tracing, the original form of this
building was that of a bell.1
The edge of the platform is raised about nine feet from the ground,
and it has slightly elevated towards the centre : the height of the
dagoba, as stated on the spot, was twenty-five cubits, or forty-nine feet.
This dagoba is surrounded by three concentric rows of pillars placed
on the platform and radiating from the centre, the inner circle
being about two feet from the dagoba, and the others ten feet from
each other. Of these pillars, one hundred and forty-nine were stand-
ing at the time of my visit; some of them broken and others without
capitals. The original number would appear to have been one
hundred and sixty-eight, or twice eighty four, a number which enters
into the whole scheme of the Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain religious
cosmogony, rituals, and legendary tales.2 The proportions of these
pillars are particularly slight. Their total height is about 26 feet,
of which 23 feet 6 inches are due to the column or shaft composed
of a single piece of granite, the first nine feet from the ground
forming a kind of base, of which the transverse section would be a
square of twelve inches. The remaining 14ft. 6in. of the shaft form
an irregular octagonal figure, formed by cutting off the corners of the
square base, and thus giving four larger alternate faces of eight
inches wide, and four intermediate smaller ones of between two and
three. The capital, which is octagonal, and 2ft. Gin. in height, slopes
upwards and outwards from its junction with the shaft, so that the
upper surface extends laterally much beyond it; it is surmounted by
a knob. The sloping faces are divided into three portions, one of
which is sculptured with grotesque human figures, such as are found
on the mouldings of the pillars at Aj'unta, as well as in the drawing
of the Esoteric Buddha of the Nipalese, as given by Mr. Hodgson.3
It appears plain that these pillars were not intended to bear any
weight.
Marichawatti, or Mirisiwettiya, is situated to the westward of the
Mahawihara, and was erected in the 161st year before the Christian
era, by King Dutthagamini. The dome is raised in the centre of a
paved square nearly on a level with the adjacent ground. It is much
in decay, and appears like a mound of earth covered with coarse grass.
1
 This form exists on the tombs of the kings and queens of Kandy. See
plate 21, vol. iii., Transactions of the'Royal Asiatic Society.
2
 Supplemental Glossary, N.W. Provinces, by Elliot; word "Chourasse."
3
 See Fergusson's Rock-cut Temples, Vihara, No. 16; and Transactions of
the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. ii. plate 1.
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There were two erect sculptured slabs of grotesque human figures
in front of this building. Its height is not given in the tracing, but
would appear to be ninety feet, or forty cubits.
Euanwelli lies nearly due north of the Mahawihara. It is con-
sidered the most important of the dagobas, having the honorific term
Sri or Sai prefixed to its name. It was begun by Dutthagamini, the
same king who constructed the last-mentioned, and completed by
his brother, Saddhatisso, who commenced his reign B.C. 137. Its
erection is said in the Mahawanso to have been foretold. Its dome
was modelled from the form of a bubble of water resting on a liquid
surface. Many marvellous circumstances connected with its erection
are found in the Mahawanso.1
This dagoba is situated in the centre of a square beautifully paved
with granite: the square is on a level with the adjacent ground, and
is surrounded by a sunk ditch seventy-two feet wide, and twelve deep,
both the paved square and the ditch are however more recent addi-
tions. On the inner wall of the ditch, the fore-quarters of elephants
are sculptured, so as to give the appearance of supporting this stupen-
dous mass. The height of this edifice, as predicted, was to be ] 20
cubits or 270 feet; its actual height is 189 feet. It appears that it
was constructed on a bad foundation, and its form is much altered
and overgrown with vegetation, but it is still very imposing.2
Abhaya Giri is situated to the north-east of the Mahawihara, and
was erected during the reign of King Walagambahu or Wattagamini
Abhaya, which comenced B.C. 104. It is said in the Mahawanso,3
to have been built on the site of a heathen temple, which was under
the influence of a priest called Giri; the two names were therefore
united as a memento of the triumph of the true faith under Abhaya.
This dagoba stands on a paved square, which is raised about five feet
above the adjacent ground-level, and by the tracing appears to have
been hemispherical and equal in diameter with that of Ruanwelli,
with which supposition its traditionary height (120 cubits) accords;
and it is still only deficient from this by 16 feet, its actual height
being 244. Although overgrown with shrubs, it retains not only
much of its original shape, but a part of its spire.
Lanka-ramo is situated to the north-west of the Mahawihara. It
was erected by King Abha Sen or Tisso, whose reign commenced A.D.
1
 Chapter xxvii. to xxxiii.
s
 When at Anur&dhapura, a work said to contain the details of the building of
Ruanwelli Sai, was procured for me by the Modeliar. On my return to England
it was presented to the Society, in whose possession I presume it remains.
3
 Pages 203—5.
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231. In 1829 it was in excellent preservation, having been repaired
within the last century. The dagoba was then coated with chunam,
a most excellent kind of white cement, which has a resemblance to
marble, and the pillars on the raised platform which sustains the
dome, had generally retained their places. The whole suggested
how magnificent the others must have been in the days of their glory.
Jetawanna-rama is situated nearly due north of the Mahawihara,
distant about 1^ mile. It was commenced by King Maha Seno and
finished by his brother. The date assigned is A.D. 330. The tradi-
tionary account of its height gives 120 cubits. Its actual height is
249 feet, which calculating the 120 cubits as equal to 260 feet, leaves
only a difference of 11 feet to complete the spire, which has lost part
of its height. The dagoba is situated in the centre of a square raised
about five feet, and beautifully paved with granite. Some idea of the
massiveness of these structures may be formed from the following
computations made by Major Forbes, and inserted in his work on
Ceylon. " The cubical contents," he says, " of Jetawanna-rama were
calculated to be 456-070 cubic yards. And a brick wall 12 feet in
height, 2 feet in thickness, and upwards of 97 miles in length,
might be constructed with the remaining materials."
Having thus made the round of all the dagobas found in Major
Skinner's plan, I shall now mention a few other antiquities inter-
spersed among them. The first is—
The Lowa-maha-paya, or Square of 1600 pillars (40 on each face),
which are situated near the entrance to the Mahawihara. They were
erected by Dutthagamini in B.C. 163, and are of the same character
as those at the pagodas of Rameswaram, and of Madura and Sirangam,
on the adjacent continent.
The tomb of Ellala, a Malabar usurper who held the throne for
many years, but was at last slain in battle by the hand of Duttha-
gamini, the legitimate sovereign, in commemoration of which this
dagoba was erected B.C. 160. This edifice, however, I did not visit,
the natives having some unaccountable objection to show it, as is
stated on the map by Major Skinner.
THE SEMICIRCULAR SLAB.
Within the court which forms the entrance to the Mahawihara,
and close to the inner approach, there was a very remarkable semi-
circular sculptured slab of hard blue granite which I have noticed in
my former communication, but to which I am here induced to call
further attention.
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The sculptured representations were as follows:—
1. In the centre, are several groups of dots arranged by threes, so
that each three would form the points of an equilateral triangle:
of these, I believe, there were five.
2. Three bands representing the flower of the lo.tus, (Nelumbiurn)
in its different stages of bud, half-blown, and full-blown.
3. The flower or the seed of the lotus, on a stem most gracefully
curved.
4. The Hansa, or Sacred Goose, bearing the seed of the lotus in its
bill.
5. A graceful leaf.
The whole of these patterns are repeated ten times, and the Hansas
are divided into two fives, the five of each division fronting
the other, and facing the central point of the semicircle.1
6. A broad band representing an elephant, a horse, a lion, and a cow,
repeated, and facing to the centre.
7. A long and broad leaf.
The intimate connection of these symbols with Buddhistical
religious opinions, and the wide diffusion of those opinions, will be
strikingly evinced by comparing the figures just described (No. 6)
with those represented in Mr. Hodgson's Sketch of Nipal, published in
the second volume of the Society's Transactions. Mr. Hodgson's plate
represents seven Buddhas, each seated on a kind of pedestal or throne.
Six of these pedestals are decorated with different emblematical sup-
porters, out of which five are identical with the figures sculptured on
the slab; the lotus ornament being also found on the mouldings of
two of the pedestals, in its half-blown and full-blown state. Nor is
the analogy to be altogether passed over which suggests itself between
the four figures, the elephant, lion, horse, and cow, and those em-
blematical of the legendary mouths of the four great rivers, which,
issuing from the great lake Anotattho, run through Jambudwlpa, and
naturally call to mind the four great rivers of the Mosaic record.
This lake, with its sacred attributes, is even alluded to in the
Mahawanso and other Buddhistical records of Ceylon, and a descrip-
tion of it and of the four holes or adits, characterized by the four
animals, is found in the Rajavali.2
Passing from Anuradhapura, eastward, we come to the hill temple
1
 In the engraving of this slab in my former paper, the figures are erroneously
all placed facing to the right.
a
 Upham's Translation, p. 143.
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of Mehentele. The hill rises gradually from the north for about
three-fourths of its total height, when a flat space occurs, nearly
surrounded by rocks, from whence the sloping ascent continues to
the summit, where it terminates to the southward by an abrupt
and nearly perpendicular descent to the plain below. The flat area
just mentioned was planted with cocoa-nut and other trees, which
gave shade to several small dagobas erected between them. In the
centre was one dagoba of larger dimensions, in good repair, and about
27 feet in diameter.1 It was surrounded by a concentric wall, within
which were fifty-two granite pillars of rude workmanship: they
were 12 feet in height, of octagonal shape, and surmounted by capitals
similar to those I have already described at the Thupa-rama at
Anuradhapura; but the ornament sculptured upon some of the capitals
was the Hansa. To the westward the space was filled by a large
dagoba, placed on a higher elevation, and said to be built over a hair
which grew out of Buddha's forehead, above the left eye. {See Plate,
Mehentele.) The dagoba, which is 40 cubits, or 90 feet in height,3 is
said to stand 1026 feet above the mountain base. It is approached
from the flat space, first by an inclined plane of considerable extent,
and then by flights of steps, 200 in number. On the eastern side of
the area are the dwellings of the priests, above which the bare granite
rock rises abruptly, and passing round to the south, forms a barrier to
the precipitous declination of the hill on that side.
The object and the view from it were alike imposing, and did not
require the associations of country or religious feeling to produce a
strong impression on the mind, whilst looking down upon those stu-
pendous monuments in the plain, which, in the morning, had towered
like giants above our heads.
On the flat space at the foot of the larger dagoba, Mahindo, the
son of Asoka, emperor of India, is said to have alighted from his
miraculous passage through the air, when bound on his mission to
convert the people of Lanka to the religion of Buddha. On that spot
he principally resided, and there he died, or, as the Buddhists express
it, attained Paribbajakam, or the relinquishment of worldly cares. It
does not appear, however, that he was buried here; his body was
embalmed,3 and deposited with great solemnity at Ambamalako, at
Anuradhapura.
It was he who caused the golden hair that grew out of the fore-
head of Buddha to be brought from India, and having first enshrined
1
 See Plate 20, Transactions, Vol. iii.
2
 Kajavali, Upham's Translation, p. 209.
3
 Tumour's Mahawanso, 125.
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it in a golden dagoba, the large one just described was built over that
under the joint auspices of himself and King Dewananpiyatisso.
This completes the monuments of interest which are found in the
vicinity of the sacred tree; but it will not be out of place here to add
a short notice of some other localities in Ceylon which are associated
by historical and religious ties with Buddhism.
The first of these is Sumana Kuta, or the mountain called Adam's
Peak.1 On its summit is an elliptic area, about 70 feet in length
and 30 in width, out of which rises a rock, about 9 feet high, bearing
upon its upper surface an indented mark or impression, and which,
by the aid of mortar, is made to show a rude resemblance to a
colossal human foot. Over the impression is a frame-work, which, to
resist the force of the wind, is attached by chains to the rock. The
whole area is surrounded by a wall about 5 feet high, and within it
are found a temple of wood and a mud pansola, or dwelling for the
priest, six feet square. Two bells, one large and one small, complete
the catalogue of valuables in this sanctuary, which is situated in
80° 50' E. long., and 6° 35' N. lat., and stands at an altitude of 7420
feet above the sea.
It is celebrated as having been visited by the four supreme
Buddhas, and is still a place of pilgrimage from all parts of India.
The Mahiyangano, or Emerald Dagoba, in the eastern district of
Bintenne, long. 81° 10' E., lat. T 20' N., is built over the spot where
Gautama arrived nine months after he had become Buddha. On this
spot the Yakkha converts are said to have erected an emerald dagoba
over the pure blue locks of Gautama's head, which he had cut off for
them. After his death, the Giwatthi, or bone of the thorax, was
added, and a dagoba of 12 cubits was constructed, which was enclosed
in another of 30 cubits; and lastly one of 80 cubits was built over the
whole by the king Dutthagamini, 161 years before Christ.
Kallany, Kalyani, or Kalldnia Dagoba, which marks the place at
which Gautama landed on his second visit to the island, is situated on
the Kalany river, six miles from Colombo. It is about 60 feet in
height, and is kept in good preservation.
And lastly I should mention one peculiar relic, called the Datha
or Dhatu; it is the right canine tooth of Buddha, brought to Ceylon
from Dantapura, A.D. 310, and ultimately transferred to Kandy, where
it rests, under British guardianship, in the Dulada temple, as upon the
possession^ this relic the sovereignty over Kandy is considered by
the natives to depend.
Of this there is a drawing by Capt. Weller, Royal Artillery.
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Some further notice of the contents of these dagobas appears to be
necessary.
The less important but numerous dagobas are stated to have been
built over relics of Buddha. One of these was opened at Cotta,
within five miles of Colombo, which is thus described i1—
In the middle of the ruined dagoba a small square compartment
was discovered. It was lined with brick, paved with coral, and
divided by a band, in form of a cross, into four spaces. In the centre
of this cross was a small cylindrical vase of grey granite, which was
covered completely by a rounded cap, also of granite. In the vase
were small fragments of bone, pieces of thin gold (in which the relic
was probably enveloped), some small gold rings, two or three pearls
(which retained their lustre), beads of rock-crystal and cornelian,
small fragments of ruby, blue sapphire, and zircon, and some pieces
of glass, in the shape of icicles, which were crystalline and opaque.
On the right extremity of the oross was a four-sided prism of plaster.
On the extremity below the centre was a common lamp. Within
each of the four spaces were heads of the cobra di capello, in plaster
also; and on the left upper corner was something resembling the
King of chessmen, but not further described.
Several minnte .dagobas in plaster were also found; they were
abput an inch and a half in height and in diameter. A flat piece of
plaster covered the bottom, and concealed or contained an inscription,
which was most probably the name of the king by whom the dagoba
was built.
The early, large, and more important dagobas are stated to have
been built over more considerable relics, as previously mentioned; but
Ruanwelli Sai appears to have enjoyed a pre-eminence. When King
Bhatiyo was admitted, he saw therein figures which represented the
550 remarkable events in the reign of Dutthagamini, by whom the
dagoba was commenced; also images or figures of all the gods by
whom Buddha was entreated to be born into the world; and also
emblems of the five things which he then took into consideration, viz.
" a fit time—a people fit to receive him into the world—fit parents to
be descended from—and a fit country to be born in."2 Likewise he
saw figures of Buddha in all the stages of embryo, till he proceeded
from the womb of the Queen Maha Maya; likewise when he became
a king, when he became a priest, when he preached his first sermon,
whilst performing the functions of Buddha during fortyilfive years,
1
 Davy's Ceylon, p. 225, note (condensed).
2
 There are only four things stated.
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when departing from the world, and finally of the great Brahman and
sage (sramana) who was sent to make a just division of the bones of
Buddha among the gods and kings of the earth. All these figures were
of pure gold, and 5 cubits in height. In addition, King Bhatiyo saw
a representation of the Bo-tree, in silver, 18 cubits in height, under
which was a throne, worth a million pieces of gold, on which sat the
figure of Buddha, of pure gold, and 12 cubits in height. Moreover
he saw another figure of Buddha, made of gold, and 12 cubits in
length, and lying upon a bed of silver, representing the state in which
he will be found at the end of his reign, having fallen into oblivion
(nirwana). It was lighted by four lamps, prepared to burn 5000
years, even until the end of the reign of Buddha.
"Having seen all these things, King Bhatiyo was very glad."1
From this it may be inferred that there is a considerable space in
the interior of Ruanwelli-Sai, and that the figures, images, or repre*
sentations, were seen by King Bhatiyo, who ascended the throne A.B.
524, or B.C. 19 years.2 It also may be inferred that a passage of
communication was known to the priests, and existed at that period.
During the intervening period of upwards of eighteen centuries this
dagoba, as well as the surrounding ones, has undergone great vicis-
situdes, having been plundered and defaced by the Malabar invaders
at one moment, and repaired at others by the followers of Buddha.
There is, therefore, little chance of any of these curiosities remaining
at the present period; and as this still highly-revered spot thus
affords little or no temptation to the antiquarian, it is hoped that the
feelings of the natives may not be wounded by disturbing this vene-
rable structure.
INSCRIPTION AT MEHENTELE.
In my former paper (Transactions, vol. iii. p. 487), I mentioned
that during my visit to the hill of Mehentdle, copies were made of an
antique inscription found on the rock, in characters which could not
then be decyphered. The more recent discoveries, by the late Mr.
Prinsep, of similar inscriptions on the continent of India have also
thrown light upon this, and show it to be written in the character
called "Lath" by Orientalists, but by the Head-man who accompanied
me " Nagara."
Time and the elements had done their work upon it, and left the
i Raja Ratnacari—Upham, pp. 45-6-7-8 (condensed).
8
 Tumour's Mahfuvanso, Appendix, lx, Chronological Table of Sovereigns of
Ceylon.
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inscription incomplete and fragmentary; but the original transcription
of such characters as we could make out accompanies this paper.
The inscription comprehends two distinct parts, marked by their
position on the rock and the difference of size of the letters; the
smaller characters lying below the others, from which it may be pre-
sumed that they were cut more recently.
Of the nature and import of these writings their remains do not
allow us to judge; but reasons drawn from other circumstances render
it probable that they are only memorials of royal gifts to the neigh-
bouring temple. They are, however, by no means devoid of interest,
since they contain, in well-defined characters, the names of three of
\ the ancient kings of Ceylon, corresponding to others given in the
^ j genealogical list prefixed to Mr. Tumour's translation of the Maha-
| \ i wanso, and to that extent corroborating its authenticity.
.£. *v} ! ** Of these names the portion of the inscription in the large character
\;i j \ contains two—Dutthagamini Abhaya and Devanapiya-piyadasa, whilst
^ •"* - o n the other is registered, as might be expected from its position, the
*•> • s ; name of another, Amanda, who stands lower in the genealogical
| q ^ j series.
>» The name Dut thagamini A b h a y a commences the first inscription,
v J! and re-appears again in the same line. He reigned, according to Mr.
Turnour, from the year'161 to 137 before Christ. He is said to have
restored the Buddhist religion, which he found on his accession in a
very depressed state; and his reign forms a very distinguished portion
of the early history of Ceylon. He was the great grandson of Deva-
napiya-piyadasi, whose name appears in the fourth line of the same
inscription, and by whom, in the first year of his reign (B.C. 307), that
religion was introduced into the island. It has been already shown
that he was the patron of Mahindo, the first missionary teacher of that
faith, and that the construction of the great temple on the Mehentele
hill was his work conjointly with Mahindo; and if this inscription
should be considered as recording some deed of gift to that temple by
the later sovereign Dutthagamini, it would very naturally contain
some allusions to the earlier endowments of his pious ancestor.
Amanda, the king to whom the second or small inscription refers,
and whose name commences the inscription, was a lineal descendant
of the two former. He ascended the throne A.D. 21, and was put to
death after a reign of nine years, not marked by any historical events.
In the letters of the name of Devanapiya dasa raja, as trans-
scribed from the rock, there occurs a blank, which we may fairly con-
jecture to have been occupied by the word " piya," completing the
name " Devanapiya-piyadasa raja."
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I shall venture one concluding remark. Professor H. H. Wilson,
the learned Director of this Society, in his paper on the Rock Inscrip-
tions, published in the 12th volume of the Journal, has shown that the
King Asoka could not have been the contemporary of Antiochus the
Great, whilst the Piyadasa of the inscriptions was so, or even
posterior to him; he also shows that " the term Piyadasa was applied
to more than one person, and not the proper designation of one indivi-
dual in particular."
Now the Piyadassi of the Cingalese records is invariably found
associated with Asoka as his contemporary and friend; and although
the introduction of Buddhism into Ceylon is attributed to his influ-
ence, no mention is made of his having promulgated any moral or
religious code of his own, or of his having exercised any power or
influence on the continent of India. In all these points he is dis-
tinguished from the Piyadasa of the inscriptions.
Moreover, the same chronological grounds which, in Mr. Wilson's
argument, preclude the idea of the sovereign Asoka and the Piyadasa
of the inscriptions being considered as the same personage, weigh
with equal force against their being contemporaries.
Taking all these facts into consideration, I am of opinion that the
Piyadasa of the inscriptions and the King of Ceylon are distinct indi-
viduals, belonging to different eras.
In the preceding endeavour to trace the history of the city of
Anur&dhapura, from its origin as a village, in the time of Wijayo,
in the year 543 B.C., the year of Buddha's death, to the present
day, the dagobas and religious buildings have been described with
special reference to the periods of their structure, in order to indicate
their importance as historical monuments; and the inscription on the
rock of Mehent6le has been brought into prominent notice, in conse-
quence of its containing the name of Dewanan-piyatissa, of Ceylon,
whose reign commenced in the year B.C. 307, the eighteenth after the
accession of Dharmasoka, the great Buddhist sovereign of India, who
is mentioned in the Mahawanso, treated of at length in the great work
of Eugene Bournouf, and who is proved by Professor Wilson to have
been a grandson of Chandragupta; and as this sovereign is stated in
the Mahawanso to have succeeded to the throne of India B.C. 381, an
important date is thus fixed.
The historical names which, in this fragment of a Ceylonese in-
scription, have been accidentally brought to light, will naturally dis-
pose the inquirer into Indian antiquities to wish for more of these
records. Some few, both in the Lath characters and in others of a
different structure, have been copied from time to time; and the im-
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provements now going on in the northern portion of that island, by
the clearing of the woods and dense jungle with which it is generally
covered, and by the opening of new tracks of communication, are con-
stantly bringing others to notice. They are, however, I believe, for
the most part as yet utterly unregarded. To call attention to these
would, I think, be very desirable, and, I would humbly infer, not
unworthy of the consideration of this Society. There are, I have no
doubt, many intelligent persons in that country, who, upon the sug-
gestion that these "monuments of past days" might be of historical
interest, would gladly lend their aid. Nothing is wanting but a know-
ledge of the fact that copies of them would be acceptable to the
Asiatic Society and the learned in Oriental antiquities.
The coincidence of some of the Lath characters given by the late
Mr. Prinsep, in the eighth volume of the Journal of the Bengal
Asiatic Society, with those of the few inscriptions already copied from
rocks in Ceylon, has induced the Author of this paper to lithograph
and send out copies of Mr. Prinsep's alphabetical table for distribution
in Ceylon, and he would gladly see his own humble efforts succeeded
by others more influential.
